Dr. Robert Murray

Spring 2014

Office: Spellman 105

Phone: 398-4125

rmurray@stac.edu
English 410: Senior Seminar

Readings: 
Herman Melville, Bartleby and Benito Cereno 

Ivan Turgenev, Diary of a Superfluous Man
Fyodor Dostoevsky, Notes from Underground  



Ernest Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises


Ernest Hemingway, In Our Time

William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury

In this seminar, we will read and analyze works by a selection of authors from two cultural traditions: the U.S. and Russia.  We will be discussing these works in order to see if we can establish some connections – thematic, structural, historical, philosophical, etc. – that will lead us to larger observations about the time in which they were written, as well as our own time.
The point of the seminar structure is to encourage a good deal of open discussion about any topic that seems relevant to the evening’s reading – participants in a seminar have more independence and autonomy than students in (for example) a lecture class.  Feel free to take notes if you wish – if you feel that they will help you in the writing of your essays, but there are no tests or quizzes in this class.  You are graded on the quality of your participation, both in verbal and written form.
Seminar Essays

For this class, you will write two 15-20 page research essays.  Essays with fewer than 15 pages will not be accepted.  For each essay, I expect no more than five fully-read and fully understood scholarly sources.  One essay will concentrate on the work of the first half of the semester, and the other will focus on the works of the second half.  Both essays must adhere to MLA documentation guidelines.  There will be regularly assigned progress reports all semester when students will share the research they are looking into and bring in copies of drafts.  

It is extremely important to remember that essays of this length cannot be written in the days before they are due; even though the first one is not due until March, you should begin thinking about your first essay as you do the reading for next week. 
Weekly Responses

Each week, you will write a 1-2 page response essay about that week’s reading assignment.  In these brief writings, you should feel free to make one specific point about a reading, make several observations about a reading, or perform a detailed close reading of a passage from that week’s reading.  Consider using these as places to begin to think through your longer essay topic options, or try out ideas that could lead to a longer essay. You must write ten of these over the course of the semester; they are to be sent to me each week via email no later than the day before class.  They will not count if I receive them on Thursday. 
Grading 

Seminar Essay 1 

35%

Seminar Essay
 2

35%
Weekly essays


20%
Participation


10%
Reading

I have taught the Senior Seminar for 10 years now.  One thing that continues to surprise me is that, while most students do the reading regularly and take the class seriously, there are always a few students who clearly do not do the reading (a fact which is very, very obvious).  Let me be very clear: I expect that you have finished the reading for a given night before the class begins.  My questions and the discussion at the table are premised on my assumption that you have completed the reading in a thoughtful (not rushed) way.  If you do not keep up with the reading you will be unable to make useful contributions to the class and you will be unable to write a passing essay.

Academic Integrity Statement
Academic integrity, a commitment to honesty, fairness, respect, and responsibility, is the foundation of the learning process.  All members of the St. Thomas Aquinas College community are held to the highest standards of academic honesty.  While we recognize the participatory nature of education, we take academic integrity very seriously, and the College policy on academic dishonesty details consequences that can include dismissal from the College.  That policy can be found in both the Student Handbook and the College Catalog. 

As a student in this class, you must demonstrate your commitment to academic integrity by submitting work which originates in your own imagination, analytical faculties, or your own knowledge, which you have done yourself, and which represents your very best efforts.  Your work should be supplemented and supported by appropriate outside sources; however, you must always ensure that these sources are properly cited using the recommended documentation system.
Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the submission, for grade or for review, of work that is not your own.  This includes ideas you get from elsewhere as well as language — specific words and sentences — taken from other sources.  These other sources can include essays, books, websites, and other people.  You should know that plagiarism, or academic theft as it is also known, is a serious offense, punishable by sanctions ranging from failure to dismissal from the college.  For the record: I assume that the writing you show me in draft form or hand in to me for a grade is your own work; if it is not your own work, you will fail the essay with a grade of zero, that is, no credit.  And you cannot rewrite it; this means that, since each essay is worth 35% of your grade, one instance reduces your grade to a 65, or a borderline D.
Electronic Use Policy
Faculty members at St. Thomas Aquinas College have the discretion to regulate the use of electronic devices in their classes, and students should not use such devices without the expressed consent of the professor.  This policy covers cell phones, laptop computers, or any other device the use of which might constitute a distraction to the professor or to the other students in the class, as determined by the professor.  Students with documented disabilities should discuss the issue of laptop use with their professor at the beginning of the semester.  
When a professor designates a time during which laptop computers may be used, they are only to be used at the discretion of the faculty member and in accordance with the mission of the college.  Professors can develop specific and reasonable penalties to deal with violations of these general policies.  For more extreme cases of classroom disruption, refer to the College's Disruptive Student Policy.

Academic Disability Statement

Students requiring accommodations for a documented disability should notify the instructor before the end of the first week of class.

Attendance


Because of the nature of this class – that so much is based on our discussions – attendance is imperative.  Missing two or more classes will result in failure.  Excessive lateness also matters: up to thirty minutes late to class counts as half an absence; more than thirty minutes counts as a full absence.
Class participation

A total of 10% of your overall grade is based on your participation.  This grade is computed by my observing some obvious signs of participation – saying useful and appropriate things to advance our discussion, for example – as well as by my noticing some things that you might be doing that demonstrate an active rejection of this open invitation to participate, such as texting, daydreaming, talking about non-class related things, taking long unofficial breaks from class.

Other policies

1. Here is my late paper policy: I will deduct one full letter grade from the earned grade for each 24-hour period (including weekends) that the paper is late.  This means that a C-paper handed in the day after it is due becomes a D-paper.

2. I allow rewrites of the first essay if it earns a D or F.  However, you will need to see me for a conference before you resubmit the essay.  Essays will not be accepted without a rewrite conference.  Essays that are late cannot be rewritten.

3. Finally, matters of classroom behavior: turn off cell phones.  No virtual conversations of any kind, especially text messaging, at any time.  These rude activities disrupt the class and distract you, your classmates, and me and they will have a negative effect on your participation grade for this class.  Texting, in particular, is forbidden in class.  If I see you texting – even if I do not acknowledge that I see you – I will take points off your participation grade.

Tentative Schedule
1/23
Introduction

1/30
Melville, “Bartleby, the Scrivener”
2/6
Turgenev, Diary of a Superfluous Man
2/13
Dostoevsky, Notes from Underground
2/20
Dostoevsky, Notes from Underground
2/27
Hemingway, In Our Time
3/6
Hemingway, In Our Time
3/13 
Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises

 
3/20
Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises


Seminar Essay 1 due
3/27
Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises 

4/3
William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury 
4/10
William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury
4/17
William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury
4/24
William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury
5/1
Seminar Essay 2 due

